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News From Martin & Amy 

 
Another month has passed by with so 
much happening with Shepherds Arms 
both in the orphanage and in Cebu among 
the indigent people we work with. A hugely 
successful feeding and outreach 
programme for the poor meant more than 
200 hungry children enjoyed a delicious 
meal and took home rice and bread 
donated by generous business owners in 
Cebu. It was wonderful to see the way it all 
came together on the day as we worked 
with local task force police to make it a 
success. As Christmas approaches we are 
organising our biggest outreach meal  
“Christmas for the poor”. Five hundred 
families will attend. So much work 
between now and Christmas will take 
place to fund raise, and organise food, 
gifts and sufficient cooks and helpers to 
make it a memorable event. For those 
attending, this may be the only Christmas 
meal they have ever had. Back in Bohol 
plans are underway for our annual 
Christmas party for the orphanage. The 
children eagerly await this event as it is 
the one time of the year they all receive a 
gift and delicious food. To you wonderful 
sponsors of the children please try to set 
aside $20 extra for a Christmas gift for 
your sponsored child. Each year we buy a 
pair of school shoes, a pair of slippers and 
a t-shirt as a gift for each child from their 
sponsor..(please if possible would you 
send this with your Dec sponsorship).The 

thing I love the most about Christmas is 
the reminder of the greatest gift ever given 
to mankind and how through this, 
humanity can learn how special every day 
we have on this earth is. History was 
changed and the religious institutions were 
challenged to carry Jesus’ top priority -  “to 
care for the poor, the widows and the 
orphans".  Winston Churchill said,"We 
make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give”. I have found 
the greatest pleasure in life is by helping 
someone in need. What an honour it is for 
us at Shepherd’s Arms to be in partnership 
with like minded people as yourselves. 
 
Current needs at the orphanage;  
- Mattress and bunk beds for the 

children. 30 mattress and 3 bunk 
beds. $NZ1250 or 40000 peso      

- Ptr Cris medicine. Doctors have 
advised Cris to take medicines for his 
heart and diabetes. Monthly cost. 
$NZ50.or 1600 peso 

If you can help with either of these needs 
please let us know as both are needed 
now. 
 
Martin 
  
Sponsorship 
New sponsors are one of our greatest needs 
Please consider sponsoring a child if you have 
not already or maybe there is someone you 
know who would help in this way.  Sponsorship 
of a child is $40 per month. 
email info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in. 
 
Prayer Needs 
Prayer Request: 

Ø Good Health  
Ø On-going construction of new 

building  
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Ø Older facilities renovation 
• Bathroom 
• Kitchen 
• Dining 
• Office 

Ø More sponsor for kids  

Cris and Marcy Share 
1.  Planting Fruit Trees 
As a joint venture with help from Arms of 
Love (CEO – Mrs Ivy Petaller) the older 
children have planted 20 different fruit 
trees in our compound. We’re so blessed 
by the Department of Agriculture who gave 
us the seedlings to plant. This was a 
special time of sharing 

     

 

        
 
2. Celebration of Social Welfare month 
November is Social Welfare celebration 
month. The group of social workers in 
Bohol chose Shepherd’s Arms to visit as 
their opening event. They brought food for 
our snacks and lunch. Also they gave us 
soap trays, underwear, and toys. We all 
had so much fun playing parlour games 
with prizes. Some of the children showed 
their talents through singing and dancing. 

     

    

   

 
 
From the newsletter editor 
This will be the last Shepherd’s Arms 
Newsletter for 2012.  It has been a real 
privilege to keep you informed about this 
wonderful work throughout the year.  I 
want to really thank Martin and Cris for 
their wonderful input. 
 
Recently I upgraded to a new computer 
and had a problem with my distribution 
email lists.  I’ve had to rebuild them from 
an older list.  If you are now receiving this 
on an email address you no longer want 
used, please help me by emailing the 
correct one to me at 
malcolm.baxter@xtra.co.nz  
 
 


